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THEODORE ROOSEVELT

1858-1919

n the middle of the nineteenth century there was
living in New York a family bearing the name of
Roosevelt. They were a prominent family in New York
society, and Theodore Roosevelt, who followed the
calling of glass importer, was descended .from Glaas
Martenszen van Roosevelt who had emigrated from
Holland in 1649 and settled in New Amsterdam, the
Dutch 'name for New York before it came into British
possession. Theodore's wife, Martha Bullock, was of
equally good descent, coming from an old Georgia
family of Scotch-Irish and Huguenot origin, and to this
couple there was born on October 27, 1858, a son who
was destined to become the twenty-sixth President of
the United States.

The baby was christened Theodore after his father,
and from his birth he was surrounded by almost every-
thing that money and position could bring. He lacked
one thing, however, good health. He was a sickly child,
but as though to make up for this he possessed a strong
will, and as soon as he was old enough to realise his
weakness he made up his mind to be as healthy as other
children. In this his parents helped him all they could,
and a large part of his boyhood was spent at Oyster
Bay, Long Island, where the family had a house, and
where he passed his time swimming, rowing, riding and
walking. Often he was tired, but he persevered, and
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